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Outcome of the Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of 
Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 

(HELCOM PRESSURE 8-2018) 
Introduction  
0.1 In accordance with the decisions by PRESSURE 7-2017 (Outcome, Paragraph 12.1) and Outcome 
of HOD 53-2017 (Paragraph 3.9), the Eighth Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of 
Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 8-2017) was held by invitation from Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety of Germany in Berlin on 18-20 April 
2018. 

0.2 All the Contracting Parties to the Helsinki Convention, except European Union and Latvia, 
attended the Meeting. Observers from BirdLife, Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB), EurEau, Federation of European 
Aquaculture Producers (FEAP), John Nurminen Foundation and WWF as well as invited guests from Baltic 
Nest Institute (BNI), Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO) and EUSBSR PA Hazards and PA Nutri 
attended the Meeting. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Lars Sonesten, Chair of the Pressure Group. Mr. Dmitry Frank-
Kamenetsky, assisted by Ms. Marta Ruiz, from the HELCOM Secretariat acted as secretary of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

1.1 The Meeting agreed with the suggestion by the Chair to discuss the work of the Group under 
the new structure (document 16-1) after agenda item 5 on the first day. 

1.2 The Meeting adopted the Agenda of the Meeting as contained in document 1-1-Rev.1 with the 
agreed update. 

1.3 The Meeting took note of the late submission of documents 3-4, 11-2 and 11-3 and agreed to 
consider them at this Meeting. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the introduction by the Secretariat to the outcome of the Ministerial 
Meeting of the Helsinki Commission, held in Brussels, Belgium, on 6 March 2018 under the EU Chairmanship 
of HELCOM. Document 2-1 presents the outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting, including the adopted 
Declaration of the Ministers of the Environment of the Baltic Coastal Countries and the EU Environment 
Commissioner, the HELCOM Brussels Declaration 2018 (Annex 11 to the Minutes). 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the contribution by CCB to the Ministerial Meeting, which link is 
available through the HELCOM website. 

2.3 HECOM 39-2018 considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 
and adopted the proposal as contained in document 2-2. The Meeting took note of the plan for the BSAP 
update and decided to make use of the information as needed. 

2.4 The Secretariat briefly introduced the HELCOM Maritime Assessment 2018 (BSEP No. 152). The 
assessment is the most comprehensive assessment of maritime activities in the Baltic Sea region currently 
available, covering distribution of activities at sea, developments over time, related environmental issues as 
well as future perspectives and scenarios. The vast number of activities addressed include operational and 
accidental pollution from maritime traffic, fisheries, aquaculture, offshore energy production, cables and 
pipelines, submerged hazardous objects, and leisure boating. The Meeting took note of the information 
(document 2-3) and thanked HELCOM for the useful document. 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/ministerial-declarations/2018-brussels/observer-contributions/
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2.5 The Meeting also took note of the position of CCB that dredging and depositing activities at sea 
as well as handling of cargo were not reflected in the assessment. The work on the latter issue has been 
launched in HELCOM Maritime group and should be taken into account in future assessments. 

2.6 The Meeting emphasized that Chapter 9 of the Assessment “Anti-fouling practices” shows that 
some substances used in antifouling paints might have adverse effect on the marine environment; that the 
available data for the report was last updated at the end of the 1990s and that the issue is under 
consideration in OSPAR and could be considered also in HELCOM.  

2.7 The Meeting took note of document 2-4 which contains extracts from the outcomes of HOD 53-
2017 (12-13 December 2017, Helsinki, Finland) and HELCOM 39-2018 (5 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium) of 
relevance for Pressure group. The document contains also brief information about the meetings of the groups 
subordinated to PRESSURE. 

Agenda Item 3  Marine litter 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the summary of ongoing European and global processes with regard 
to marine litter which may contribute to the implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
(document 3-5) and which also refers to the EU Plastic Strategy (document 3-9). 

3.2 The Meeting agreed to invite the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter to investigate the possibility to 
host or co-host with IUCN a meeting on national marine plastic litter policies in the region. 

3.3 The Meeting took note that the EU is planning to publish a legislative proposal to address the 
top litter items found on beaches around the EU in May 2018. 
3.4 The Meeting took note of the information on the Concept note for a HELCOM-INTERREG-
Workshop on eco-design and marine litter in the Baltic Sea Region (document 3-2).  

3.5 The Meeting took note of the following comments by Finland on the workshop: 

- welcomes the plan to organize a workshop and discuss the issue of eco-design and marine litter 
reduction and prevention with a broader audience; 

- suggests to invite also research organizations, which can provide solutions and innovations to 
reduce, reuse and recycle plastics to the workshop;  

- suggests to include how product-service systems should be designed to satisfy the needs and 
aspirations of customers, but to prevent marine litter and create circular business models. One 
service system solution is for example RePack - reusable and returnable packaging service, but there 
are others. RePack via https://www.originalrepack.com/; 

- suggests to include how eco-design professionals should co-operate and modify processes along 
the whole life-cycle to enhance sustainability of plastics and create circularity. Some concrete 
examples in the field to be invited to the workshop can be found via 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/01/these-11-innovations-will-tackle-the-causes-of-
ocean-plastic-pollution-not-just-the-symptoms/. 

3.6 The Meeting took note that Sweden would like to invite a number of Swedish organizations to 
attend the workshop and suggested to utilize the EN-Litter group to contact these organizations.  

3.7 The Meeting supported the suggestion to organize the workshop on eco-design and agreed to 
provide written feedback on possible elements, presentations and topics to be covered during the workshop 
as well as a list of potential participants to Germany (aleke.stoefenobrien@uba.de) and the Secretariat 
(marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 27 April 2018.  

3.8 The Meeting took note of the information on the project proposal “FanpLESStic-sea – Initiatives 
to remove microplastics before they enter the sea” submitted to the 3rd call of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region 
programme (document 3-7).  

3.9 The Meeting took note that if funded, the project will specifically support the accomplishment 
of regional actions RL4, RL6 and RL7 within the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter. 

https://www.originalrepack.com/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/01/these-11-innovations-will-tackle-the-causes-of-ocean-plastic-pollution-not-just-the-symptoms/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/01/these-11-innovations-will-tackle-the-causes-of-ocean-plastic-pollution-not-just-the-symptoms/
mailto:aleke.stoefenobrien@uba.de
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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3.10 The Meeting took note of the update from the MARELITT Baltic project on (i) derelict fishing 
gear recycling possibilities; (ii) port reception facilities; and (iii) first results of the derelict fishing gear search 
and retrieval operations at sea (document 3-8). 

3.11 The Meeting took note of the cooperation of CCB with MARELITT project. 

3.12 The Meeting took note of the information on measures that are relevant for the corresponding 
marine litter aspects of the European Strategy for plastics in a circular economy (document 3-9). 

3.13 The Meeting took note of the suggestions on work forward on a regional approach to the 
problem of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-3).  

3.14 The Meeting discussed the suggested activities and took note of the following views:  

- Denmark: the survey should be developed in close cooperation with the FISH group. There is a 
need for clarification on the figures of nets lost or abandoned in the Baltic Sea from WWF Poland in 
document 3-3. It may be relevant to consider in the survey the number of fishing gears that are 
recovered. In Denmark, there is information of 31 cases of lost fishing gear (2012- 2017) and eight of 
them have been retrieved; 

- Estonia: suggested to arrange a joint work with OSPAR on derelict fishing gear; 

- Finland: regional survey should analyse alternative ways to tackle the problem of the lost fishing 
gear than HELCOM recommendation and highlighted that HELCOM FISH group should be involved. 
Finland offered to deliver further editorial comments to the text of the proposal to the regional 
survey. 

- Germany: welcomed the survey as a good way forward; pointed out that also international legal 
framework should be reflected in the final review; requested clarification of the methodology and 
time frame to calculate the amount of ALDFG in the Baltic Sea, based on the information provided in 
document 3-3, and suggested that it might be one of the aspects of the survey. 

3.15 The Meeting agreed to develop a regional survey taking into account the comments given by 
the Meeting.  

3.16 The Meeting agreed that the survey will be developed by the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter in 
cooperation with the FISH Group with the support of the Secretariat. The draft survey will be submitted for 
final commenting to FISH and Pressure Groups by 7 June 2018. The survey will be launched on 14 June 2018 
with a request for responds by 7 September 2018.  

3.17 The Meeting also agreed to continue the discussion on further reginal actions on ALDFG at 
PRESSURE 9-2028 based on the outcome of the survey.  

3.18 The Meeting took note of the call by CCB to keep in mind that a HELCOM Recommendation 
might be utilized as a tool to handle the problem of lost fishing gear in the Baltic Sea region. 

3.19 The Meeting took note of the information on the initiative of St. Petersburg, Russia to organize 
the public action “Clean Beach” on 12 May 2018 as a contribution to regional action RL15 as well as national 
actions NE1, NE3 and NE6 of the RAP ML (document 3-6).  

3.20 The Meeting took note that Germany is interested to join the action and will contact the 
organizers in Russia (with copy to the Secretariat marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) with regard to the technical details 
of cooperation. 

3.21 The Meeting welcomed the initiative and agreed to disseminate the Memorandum of Intent 
Action among those stakeholders in the Baltic Sea region who would be interested to join the action. 

3.22 The Meeting took note of the information that this action is a part of the cooperation on the 
Gulf of Finland between Estonia, Finland and Russia. 

mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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3.23 The Meeting invited Russia to present the results of “Clean beach” action 2018 at the next 
Pressure group meeting. The report, in addition to number of participants, will include information on the 
amounts of collected litter and also on classification of the items in accordance with HELCOM Monitoring 
Guidelines. 

3.24 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB that the “Global Clean-Up day”, initiated by 
“Let’s Do It”, will be held on 15 September 2018. 

3.25 The Meeting took note of the follow-up of implementation of the regional actions of the 
Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (document 3-4). 

3.26 The Meeting took note that CCB will provide written information on the implementation of the 
RAP ML. Denmark, Finland and Sweden have provided written information to the Secretariat in relation to 
their latest activities: Denmark on RL9, RL10 and RS10; Finland on RL3, RL4, RL5, RL7, RL8, RL10 and RS1; and 
Sweden on RL2-3, RL5-9, RL11, RL15, RS1, RS4-RS6, RS8-RS12, RE3. Russia will use information from 
document 3-6 to update their contribution to the implementation of the RAP ML.  

3.27 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide written information to the Secretariat 
(marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 27 April 2018. The Secretariat will update the follow-up table reflecting the 
current status of implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter and circulate it to the Pressure 
group by 4 May 2018 for tacit approval by 11 May 2018. 

3.28 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Finland to revise the format of the RAP ML follow-
up table, as it contains too much information in its current format. The Meeting requested the table to be 
consolidated to include only relevant information and in the future the reporting could focus on results and 
conclusions rather than actions. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to make a proposal for a new tool to 
the follow-up of RAP ML implementation at the workshop in autumn 2018.  

3.29 The Meeting considered the concept note for a workshop on RAP ML to be held back-to-back 
with PRESSURE 9-2018 (document 3-1). The Meeting supported holding such a workshop and agreed to 
provide additional concrete themes which might be included into the agenda of the workshop to the 
Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 15 June 2018. 

3.30 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to invite the relevant OSPAR group to attend the 
workshop. The Meeting also clarified that the ways to facilitate stakeholder dialog will be discussed at the 
workshop.  

3.31 The Meeting took note of the following initial suggestions for the workshop: to include into the 
agenda the issue related to single use plastics; to discuss monitoring of micro litter and exchange experience; 
and to consider measures to raise public awareness. The Meeting also suggested to arrange informal 
brainstorming discussions at the workshop. 

3.32 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany on a questionnaire on waste 
management linked to action RL3, which has been developed to serve for the purpose of a similar action in 
OSPAR led by Germany and that such a questionnaire could also be a topic of discussion for the workshop. 

Agenda Item 4  Underwater noise 

4.1 The Meeting recalled that HOD 52-2017 had agreed on the “HELCOM Input to the process of 
establishing environmental targets for underwater noise” pending the clarification of the study reservations 
by Germany and Russia. Germany has lifted her study reservation after providing specific comments to the 
documents and reaching an expert agreement on the document in HELCOM EN-NOISE on 16 August 2017. 
HOD 53-2017 noted that Russia still needed some additional time to clarify her study reservation on the 
document. HOD 53-2017 clarified that if Russia lifted her study reservation, the document can be considered 
as approved (Outcome of HOD 53-2017, paras 3.1-3.2).  

mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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4.2 The Meeting took note that the document was submitted to HELCOM 39-2018 (document 3-5), 
where it was taken note of that Russia is prepared to approve the document with some further revisions 
which will be forwarded to the Secretariat and concluded that the document will be reconsidered at the next 
meeting of the HOD (in June).  

4.3 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia that the study reservation on annual 
reporting to the registry of impulsive noise is still valid, and that the issue is currently under consideration. 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the report on current activities of the HELCOM EN-Noise (document 
4-1). 

4.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark that there is Danish data in the noise 
registry available from 2016.  

4.6 The Meeting took note of the information on the “Jomopans” project on ambient noise under 
development in OSPAR, which is similar to the accomplished BIAS project in the Baltic Sea area, and that 
information exchange could be organized on the matter. 

4.7 The Meeting took note of the information on the third Review meeting of the Joint Industry 
Programme on Exploration and Production (E&P) Sound and Marine Life (document 4-2).  

4.8 The Meeting took note that the meeting is an opportunity for the community of research 
scientists to present their finding to regulators, and that the attendance is by invitation only 
(info@soundandmarinelife.org). 

Agenda Item 5  Physical damage to the sea floor 

5.1 The Meeting considered the method used for evaluation of environmental pressure caused by 
dredging/depositing operations at sea (document 5-1).  

5.2 The Meeting took note of the study reservation by Russia on the use of the terms “physical loss” 
and “disturbance” for the assessment. The Meeting invited Russia to clarify the issue and lift the study 
reservation by 27 April 2018.  

5.3 The Meeting took note of the comments by Germany that were submitted in response to the 
Swedish comments, attached to the Outcome as Annex 2. 

5.4 The Meeting also took note of the concern that building of the same buffer zones around 
polygons as around points might lead to overestimation of the environmental effects, and suggested to 
evaluate the effect in a harmonized way. Also mitigation measures might significantly reduce the effect of 
dredging or depositing of the material. 

5.5 The Meeting also took note of the similar work on elaboration of a methodology to evaluate 
environmental pressure caused by dredging/depositing operation within OSPAR and pointed out that the 
methodologies should be harmonized. 

5.6 The Meeting agreed that the supplementary report to HOLAS II assessment should include a 
disclaimer stating that “Any identification and assessments of losses and disturbances caused by 
dredging/depositing operations at this stage have a preliminary character”. 

5.7 The Meeting pointed out that the maps illustrating aggregated pressure layer of “physical loss” 
contains data on the future projects, such as the NordStream2 pipeline and Baltic Connector. The Meeting 
requested to remove these data from the dataset for the assessment of current environmental pressure. 

5.8 The Meeting agreed that the methodology can be used for the purposes of HOLAS II assessment 
after Russia has lifted the study reservation and with the disclaimer mentioned in paragraph 5.6. 

5.9 The Secretariat introduced the draft analysis of data on handling of dredged material at sea in 
2015 in accordance with the methodological document agreed by PRESSURE 5-2016 (Outcome, para 5.9), 
including also an analysis of available time series of input and relocation of selected hazardous substances in 
the period from 2006 to 2015 (document 5-2). The data used for the analysis have been verified by national 
experts in accordance with the request by EN-DREDS 4-2018. 

mailto:info@soundandmarinelife.org
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%205-2016-386/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%205-2016.pdf
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5.10 The Meeting considered the document and provided feedback, as follows: 

- bar charts could be revised to enable comparison of data between countries and with totals;  
- the maps should be updated illustrating data availability but not only input of pollutants; 
- the data used in the analysis are to be further verified by national experts, particularly, 

concentrations of hazardous substances reported by Russia; 
- Danish data from 2015 on concentration of heavy metals was reported with subtraction of natural 

background; 
- only material transported from rivers and harbors can be considered as input but not from coastal 

waters; 
- to take inspiration from the OSPAR Intermediate Assessment fact sheets. 

5.11 The Meeting welcomed the progress achieved by the Expert Network on dredging/depositing 
operations at sea (HELCOM EN DREDS) to elaborate the draft analysis of data on dredging/depositing of 
dredged material at sea and agreed that the document requires further elaboration by the EN DREDS before 
its publication as BSEFS. 

Agenda Item 6  PLC-6 scientific report 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the PLC-6 scientific report presented by the PLC 
Project Manager (document 7-8).  

6.2 The Meeting clarified that the reasons and consequences of changing the nutrient-input values 
in reference period will be discussed in the report. 

6.3 The Meeting suggested to include into the scientific report: (i) a brief background information 
on the BALTSEM model and on calculation of the nutrient reduction targets; (ii) information on the 
uncertainty of the raw data; (iii) separate figures for airborne and waterborne inputs and also data on input 
by major rivers.  

6.4 The Meeting invited the PLC-7 team to submit the draft scientific report a month before 
PRESSURE 9-2018. 

6.5 The Meeting considered the Final report on implementation of HELCOM MAI-CART-OPER 
project (document 7.2). The project was agreed by HOD 48-2015 with the aim to operationalize, streamline 
and quality assure the products to follow up the HELCOM Nutrient Reduction Scheme. The duration of the 
project was 2015-2017. However, only about two thirds of the estimated project budget (eur 65 000) have 
been available, and the basic modules for operationalization of the follow-up of the HELCOM nutrient 
reduction scheme were developed. The Contracting Parties were invited to consider supporting the project 
with eur 20 000. 

6.6 The Meeting thanked BNI and DCE for the work done, emphasizing the importance of the 
developed tools for operationalization of the procedures to follow up the implementation of the HELCOM 
nutrient reduction scheme. 

6.7 The Meeting agreed that the documentation of the project products and integration of the tools 
into a toolkit, which has not been done due to lack of financing, are crucial to assure the sustainability of the 
project results.  

6.8 The Meeting took note that Denmark will consider the possibility to supply a part to the funds 
to finalize the project and invited other countries to consider a possibility to contribute. 

6.9 The Meeting took note that Finland and Germany will consider the possibility to contribute to 
the funds to finalize the project. 

6.10 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to approach Denmark, Finland and Germany with a request 
to contribute to finalization of the MAI CART OPER project. The Meeting invited Denmark, Finland and 
Germany to inform the Secretariat on the available funds by 11 May 2018 (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi).  

mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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6.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the assessment includes expert work, thus the 
public assessment tools can only be used for visualization of publicly available assessment datasets but not 
for analysis on the raw data. 

6.12 According to the HELCOM information policy, HELCOM data have to be publicly available. The 
PLC-water database has been designed to not only provide services for data reporting and verification but 
also for data access. PRESSURE 7-2017 in principle agreed to open public access to the quality-assured data 
on monitored and unmonitored areas in the PLC-6 database. The meeting had also pointed out that the 
access-page of the public web service should contain a disclaimer indicating that the assessment dataset has 
been manually corrected, thus it might differ from the data reported by the countries to the database. 

6.13 Document 7-5, introduced by the BNI representative, contains a description of the public 
interface providing access to the PLC-water data reported by countries and the link to this web-based 
interface. 

6.14 The Meeting provided feedback on the functionality of the interface and endorsed its use for 
public access to the raw data reported by countries to the PLC-water database by 31 of May 2018. 

6.15 The Meeting invited all stakeholders interested in the use of the data to test the interface and 
provide feedback on it to BNI (alexander.sokolov@su.se).  

6.16 The Meeting thanked BNI for the work done and suggested to provide the link to the interface 
from the HELCOM Map and Data Service. 

6.17 The Meeting considered document 7-4, which contains a description of the HELCOM Map and 
Data Service and structure of its section devoted to the land-based pollution sources (Table 1). Table 1 of the 
document contains also links to all the maps which have already been agreed for publication and links to 
metadata records describing the data used for visualization. 

6.18 The Meeting agreed to provide feedback on the new section of HELCOM Map and Data Service 
dedicated to land-based sources of Baltic Sea pollution and invited national users of the HELCOM service to 
inform the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) on all spotted data inconsistences. 

6.19 The Meeting suggested to update the maps based on annually reported data in relation with the 
update of the HELCOM Core indicator. Periodic PLC data will be updated after the endorsement of the related 
PLC-7 products. 

6.20 The Meeting endorsed the publication of the suggested maps at the HELCOM Map and Data 
Service. 

Agenda Item 7  Measures to reduce nutrient loads 

7.1 The first draft of the new PLC product - Report on the overall evaluation on effectiveness of 
measures – was presented to PRESSURE 7-2017 for consideration.  

7.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress in elaboration of the PLC-6 report on 
effectiveness of measures by PLC Project Manager (document 7-12) and on the revised outline focussing on 
country-wise approach to evaluate measures together with a plan to finalize the report, including the source-
oriented quantification of sources. The Meeting also took note that almost no additional information has 
been provided  

7.3 The Meeting took note of the information that Russia is still planning to provide more national 
information for the report. 

7.4 The Meeting pointed out that the task on an overall evaluation of the effects of implemented 
measures may be possible to fulfil with available information, even though not all Contracting Parties have 
provided the requested information. The assessment of reduction potential in future is more challenging. 
The estimations might utilize information from the EMEP report on “Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen 
Deposition” and other additional public information sources. 

mailto:alexander.sokolov@su.se
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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7.5 The Meeting took note that the collection of relevant data is challenging for all countries, and 
that one of the main message of this PLC product would be a suggestion to improve national procedures to 
enable the collection of relevant data, to report back to HOD the challenges encountered, and to evaluate at 
a later stage whether another report of the same format should be elaborated by PLC-7. 

7.6 The Meeting was of the opinion that all countries should currently be able to compile and supply 
the information on reduction potential in point sources, which would help to estimate the remaining burden 
on diffuse sources. But then again, the proportion of nutrient load from point sources is relatively small 
compared to diffuse ones in some Contracting Parties.  

7.7 The Meeting recognized that only a draft assessment, still requiring further consideration, will 
be submitted to PRESSURE 9-2018.  

7.8 The Meeting agreed to postpone the delivery of this PLC-6 project product and to consider it at 
PRESSURE 9-2018.  

7.9 The Meeting invited all Contracting Parties to provide available additional information for the assessment 
of effectiveness of measures no later than 15 May 2018 (lms@dce.au.dk and Seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi). 
The Meeting requested the Secretariat to circulate a reminder to the Contracting Parties with a request to 
respond clarifying the questions from document 5-5 submitted to PRESSURE 7-2017. 

7.10 The Meeting discussed the EMEP report “Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen Deposition” on 
evaluation of N-emission reduction for publication on the HELCOM website (document 7-1). 

7.11 The Meeting took note that some countries had clarification questions and agreed that these 
questions will be delivered to the Secretariat by 11 May 2018 (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi). The 
Meeting requested the Secretariat to compile the questions and make all required clarifications with EMEP, 
including whether the country’s requests correspond to the Terms of Reference of the project, and report 
the results to HOD 54-2018.  

7.12 The Meeting discussed how to use the EMEP report and agreed that the information on input 
reduction should be included in the assessment of effectiveness of measures by PLC-7 project. The Meeting 
invited BNI together with EMEP to evaluate the estimated reduction in 2020 in nitrogen deposition with the 
corresponding reduction assumed in the 2013 Ministerial Declaration. 

7.13 The Meeting noted also that the project could assist long-term model evaluations and requested 
the data to be made available at the EMEP website. 

7.14 The Meeting acknowledged that in case the data was split to country per basin, the project result 
would serve better for the evaluation of effectiveness of measures. The Meeting suggested to use the lump 
amount of the emissions or the assessment without specification of emission sources. 

7.15 The Meeting also addressed EMEP with the question on possibility to produce a similar 
evaluation for input of hazardous substances and acidification processes for the Baltic Sea. 

7.16 The Meeting took note of the current phosphorus load estimates of the two Finnish 
phosphogypsum sites, i.e. Yara Uusikaupunki and Yara Siilinjärvi (document 7-3) and the wish of Finland to 
encourage other Contracting Parties to inform of their corresponding development and progress of measures 
at their phosphogypsum waste sites in the catchment area. 

7.17 The Meeting pointed out the importance to follow up potential phosphorus leakage from the 
stacks and further mitigation measures. 

7.18 The Meeting noted that regarding the nutrient recycling strategy, P-recycling from the stacks 
would be difficult in the near future. 

7.19 The Meeting suggested to include information on the locations of phosphogypsum stacks into 
the HELCOM Map and Data Service. 

7.20 The Meeting supported the organizing of a specific reporting procedure for these specific 
sources of phosphorus input to the Baltic Sea.  

mailto:lms@dce.au.dk
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7.21 The Meeting invited Finland to prepare a template for reporting information on the 
phosphogypsum stacks by 25 May 2018. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to circulate the template to 
the Contracting Parties by the end of May. The Contracting Parties are invited to report in accordance with 
the template by 24 August 2018. The information on year 2017 is to be reported in order to make the results 
comparable with other PLC-7 reporting. The data will be assessed by the PLC-7 team and presented to 
Pressure group. The results may be published as BSEFs (Baltic Sea Environmental Fact Sheet) or even as a 
BSEP, depending on the available data. 

7.22 The Meeting took note of a presentation by Malte Pallentin from IOW, Germany, on a project 
for measuring airborne P-input to the Baltic Sea (Presentation 1) and thanked Germany for the valuable 
information. First results from coastal station show that the atmospheric deposition varies seasonally and is 
higher that the assumed 5 kg /m2 which is currently used for HELCOM assessment of input of phosphorus. 

7.23 The Meeting discussed the use for the data in HELCOM PLC assessment and follow-up of the 
HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme and concluded that the obtained information is very useful for 
estimation of phosphorus input to the Baltic Sea and invited all countries to provide available information. 

7.24 The Meeting recommended to the PLC-7 project team to update the information on P-
deposition on the Baltic Sea utilizing the most up-to-date data. 

7.25 Evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers is a new PLC-6 product, 
included into the project deliverables in 2015. A first draft of the chapter was presented to PRESSURE 7-2017. 
The meeting provided feedback and agreed on the submission of the product to HOD 53-2017 for final 
endorsement after a commenting round. HOD 53-2017 considered the updated draft chapter and decided to 
set an additional commenting round and requested the PLC-6 project group to elaborate the document 
further and submit it for consideration by PRESSURE 8-2018, with a subsequent approval by HOD 54-2018. 

7.26 Document 7-10 contains an updated draft of the report on evaluation of the nutrient input to 
the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers, taking into account comments received after HOD 53-2017. 

7.27 The Meeting considered the document and endorsed it, with minor corrections, for submission 
to HOD 54-2018 for final approval for publication. 

7.28 The Meeting proposed to add a short summary to the report.  

7.29 The Meeting agreed that written comments should be sent by 27 April 2018 (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) and antti.raike@ymparisto.fi). The report will be amended by 11 May 2018 and 
circulated to the group for tacit approval by 18 May 2018.  

7.30 The Meeting took note of the assessment results of the German indicator “Nutrient 
concentrations at the limnic-marine transition point” and agreed to use the information, as appropriate, in 
the further discussion on aligning nutrient reduction requirements for rivers and coastal waters with those 
of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

7.31 The Meeting welcomed the approach to communicate environmental targets with river basin 
authorities, as proposed by Germany.  

7.32 The Meeting took note of the contribution by CCB to the discussion on involvement of river basin 
authorities into implementation of the BSAP (document 7-10) based on the outcomes of the session on 
“Ecosystem Approach in Integrated River Basin Management. Role of Public Participation” within the frame 
of the XIX International Baltic Sea Day Environmental Forum, held in March 2018 (document 7.15). 

7.33 The Meeting took note of the information and appreciated CCB’s proposal to arrange an 
international workshop on the role of integrated river basin management in reducing nutrient inputs to the 
Baltic Sea, with the participation of river basin management bodies, transboundary river commissions and 
UNECE Water Convention Secretariat. 

7.34 The Meeting supported the idea to organize an international workshop and took note of the 
information that at least the German representatives in Odra River Basin Commission support this initiative. 

mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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7.35 The Meeting also took note that Russia has investigated the possibility to set reduction targets 
for rivers and is ready to share the experience. 

7.36 The Meeting requested the RedCore DG to start preparations for the workshop concept note in 
cooperation with the PLC-7 Project Implementation Group and CCB, with the assistance of the Secretariat, 
and present this concept note at PRESSURE 9-2018. 

7.37 The PLC-6 Project Manager presented the progress of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load 
Compilation (PLC-6) project, summarizing the progress of the project (document 7-9), giving an overview of 
the delivered products and presenting a plan for finalizing the remaining foreseen products. The deadlines 
for finalizing the PLC-6 assessment have been revised several times, due to very late reporting and approval 
of national data, requests for making additional new products, and discussions on methodological aspects of 
assessment products.  

7.38 The final meeting of PLC-6 project (PLC-6 16-2017) was held in Tallinn, Estonia, in September 
2017 in accordance with the project schedule, and the remaining PLC-6 issues were taken over by the PLC-7 
Project Implementation Group, assisted by the RedCore DG. 

7.39 RedCore DG 19-2018 suggested arranging a workshop to discuss e.g., (i) Scientific CART 
assessment report – lesson learned, (ii) Onward look of the nutrient reduction scheme and (iii) Potential to 
set reduction targets for river basins. 

7.40 The Meeting thanked the Project Manager for the information, took note of the state of the 
PLC-6 deliverables and agreed on the plan for finalizing the remaining PLC-6 products proposed in the 
document. 

7.41 The Meeting agreed to organize a workshop and invited the Contracting Parties to provide 
written suggestions regarding the contents of the workshop as well as contacts of experts and organizations 
to be invited by 15 May 2018 to the Secretariat (leena.heikkila@helcom.fi). A tentative agenda of the 
workshop will be elaborated by RedCore 20-2018 (23 May 2018) and reported to HOD 54-2018 in June. 

7.42 The Meeting welcomed an offer by BNI to host a two-day workshop, tentatively during week 
46/2018 in Stockholm. 

7.43 With the support by HELCOM PRESSURE (6-2017) and HOD (52-2017) a workshop addressing 
various aspects of management of internal reserves of phosphorus was jointly organized by HELCOM and EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) Policy Area Nutri. The organization of the Workshop (HELCOM-
EUSBSR WS 1-2017) held in Gothenburg, Sweden, in November 2017, was supported also by Sweden and 
Finland. 

7.44 The Meeting took note of the information that a memo summarizing the major themes 
discussed (prepared by the organizers) and presentations are available at the HELCOM website 

7.45 The Meeting took note of an initial suggestion by Germany on the regional principles and a risk 
assessment framework for the management of internal nutrient reserves within HELCOM (document 7-16; 
Presentation 2) and thanked Germany for the work done. Germany suggested to regard such measure as 
marine geo-engineering and hence to use the regulation on marine geo-engineering activities such as ocean 
fertilization under the London Protocol as a blueprint for developing regional principles and the risk 
assessment framework in HELCOM. 

7.46 The Meeting took note of the comments by Finland on the proposal presented by Germany. 

7.47 The Meeting took note that Denmark supported the Finnish position and further was of the 
opinion that the appropriate format for a risk assessment framework would be a HELCOM Recommendation.  

7.48 The Meeting discussed the suggestions but was not in a position to develop an opinion and 
agreed to launch an intersessional process to elaborate draft Terms of Reference for the group to draft the 
regional principles and risk assessment framework for management of internal nutrient reserves. The final 
draft will be agreed at PRESSURE 9-2018 and the proposal to establish a drafting group will be submitted to 
HOD 55-2018. 

mailto:leena.heikkila@helcom.fi
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Agenda Item 8  Nutrients recycling 

8.1 The Meeting recalled that PRESSURE 7-2017 had supported the background document on 
nutrient recycling, which was further elaborated by the HELCOM Agri group and submitted to HOD 53-2017 
to support the development of a Ministerial decision on the HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (Outcome 
of PRESSURE 7-2017, paras 6.3-6.7). The Pressure group had also contributed to the HELCOM publication 
“Overview of nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries” which provides background on nutrient recycling 
in the region and has been published on the HELCOM website. The HELCOM Ministerial Meeting, 6 March 
2018, committed to elaborating by 2020 a Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy (HELCOM 
Ministerial Declaration, paras 27-28) (document 8-1). 

8.2 The Meeting took note of the developments towards Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy. 

8.3 Finland presented document 8-4, Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy – Proposal for 
the outline of the Work. The outline of the work plan is proposed by Finland as the Chair of HELCOM Agri 
group. The outline will be updated based on the discussions in PRESSURE-8-2018 and sent to the AGRI 6-2018 
meeting (15-16 May 2018) for discussion and further development. Finland invited Pressure group to 
consider participation in the proposed drafting group and the participation of the observers having special 
expertise in the issue would also be appreciated. 

8.4 The Meeting thanked Finland for the proposal and discussed the outline regarding the input of 
Pressure Group.  

8.5 The Meeting supported the proposed plan to elaborate a Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy 
and the working methods and agreed to contribute to this work in accordance with the proposed timeline. 

8.6 The Meeting took note that EUSBSR PA Nutri wishes to continue close cooperation with HELCOM 
and provide support for elaboration of the strategy. 

8.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on recent work analysing nutrient flows 
in the society, which will contribute to the strategy.  

8.8 The Meeting took note of the information on the call for proposals of project platforms by 
INTERREG programme. The project platforms are intended to summarise the outcomes of various EU projects 
in one thematic area into a policy messages. 

8.9 The Meeting took note of the platform project proposals BSR WATER (document 8-2) and 
SUMANU (document 8-3) which are both aimed to support the elaboration of the Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy. 

8.10 The Meeting took note that EurEau supports the initiatives and would like to contribute to the 
HELCOM work on the nutrient recycling strategy. 

Agenda Item 9  Hazardous substances 

9.1 The PLC-6 project group introduced document 9-2, Revised draft Assessment on input of 
selected hazardous substances, which is the revised version of the assessment integrating recommendations 
given by PRESSURE 7-2017 and comments by national experts after that meeting, some data updates of 
national data on hazardous substances, and graphics illustrating data coverage. 

9.2 The Meeting considered the revised version of the Assessment on input of selected hazardous 
substances, discussed some details and endorsed it for submission to HOD 54-2018 for final approval, after 
minor editorial corrections. 

9.3 The Meeting took note of a few comments by Denmark regarding the methods which are to be 
taken on board and other minor editorial comments.  

9.4 The call for data on persistent organic pollutants of high concern in rivers was approved by 
PRESSURE 7-2017 as a part of the HELCOM process of accumulation of regional knowledge base for revision 
of HELCOM priority pollutants identified by HELCOM Recommendation 31E/1. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/2-7%20Background%20for%20regional%20nutrient%20recycling%20strategy.pdf
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9.5 Document 9-5 contains an overview of the data on input of persistent organic pollutants 
reported by 27 March 2018.  

9.6 The Meeting took note of the comment that the group of “others substances” reported for this 
data call should also be analyzed for identification of priority pollutants and further data compilation. 

9.7 The Meeting took note that Russia will try to report some data and invited Poland to report 
available data by 31 May 2018. 

9.8 Document 9-4 contains a brief overview of the data on mircropollutants in WWTPs effluents 
reported by 27 of March 2018. 

9.9 The Meeting took note of the information about the data gathered by the data call and invited 
those Contracting Parties who not yet have report any data to report available data by 31 May 2018. 

9.10 The HELCOM pre-core test indicator for diclofenac has been updated to contain the data 
reported by the Contracting Parties in response to the joint Pressure and State & Conservation data call in 
autumn 2017. Data was reported by all Contracting Parties, with different data coverage available for waste 
water treatment plants (WWTPs influents and effluents), rivers, and coastal waters. This data have been 
incorporated into the report (document 9-1). 

9.11 The updated report was reviewed and commented by CG PHARMA (CG PHARMA 3-2018), and 
the suggestions, corrections, and changes resulting from that meeting have also been incorporated into the 
updated indicator report. 

9.12 All changes that have occurred in the document since it was last presented to Pressure group 
are marked, and new key message maps have been added. This same document is presented also to STATE 
& CONSERVATION 8-2018 (14-18 May 2018). 

9.13 The updated indicator report will be summarized in the State of the Baltic Sea supplementary 
report on hazardous substances and prepared for the HELCOM Indicator webpage in June 2018. 

9.14 The updated report on HELCOM pre-core test indicator - Diclofenac is given in the attachment 
of document 9-1. 

9.15 The Meeting took note that in all data processing procedures the difference between reported 
LOD and LOQ should be taken into consideration and more precisely addressed in future data calls. 

9.16 The Meeting agreed that the remaining written comments should be forwarded to the 
Secretariat by 27 April 2018 (owen.rowe@helcom.fi and dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi).  

9.17 The Meeting took note of the comments by Russia on the HELCOM pre-core indicator on 
diclofenac, contained as Annex 3. 

9.18 The Meeting considered the updated indicator report and endorsed it for the use in the 
descriptive part of the HOLAS II assessment.  

9.19 The Secretariat introduced the draft Guidelines to report data on sales of veterinary medicines 
and on the collection of unused veterinary medicines (document 9-3). 

9.20 The Compilation of data on the use of pharmaceuticals in veterinary was identified as one of the 
activities in cooperation plans with PA Hazards and its flagship project CW Pharma. The draft Guidelines was 
elaborated by CG PHARMA in cooperation with the CW PHARMA project.  

9.21 The Meeting took note that compilation of data on the use of pharmaceutical in veterinary for 
the Baltic Sea catchment in Germany and in Russia is challenging, due to the need to extract relevant data 
from consolidated national statistics. 

9.22 The Meeting endorsed the draft Guidelines and agreed on organizing the regional survey to 
collect data in the period May 2018- September 2018 as suggested by the plan for cooperation between 
HELCOM and EUSBSR PA Hazards, pending the study reservations by Denmark and Sweden. 

9.23 The Meeting invited Denmark and Sweden to inform the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) about the possibility to lift the study reservations by 27 April 2018. 
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Agenda Item 10  Progress in PLC-7 project 

10.1 The PLC-7 Project Manager introduced the Progress report on the PLC-7 project, contained in 
document 7-13. The PLC-7 project proposal was approved by HOD 51-2017 and the project formally started 
on 1 January 2017 and runs until 2021. 

10.2 The Meeting took note of the report and noted that the PLC-7 project, in cooperation with the 
RedCore DG, will finalize the remaining tasks and deliverables of the PLC-6 project. 

10.3 The third PLC-7 Project Implementation Group meeting (PLC-7 IG 3-2018) will take place in 
Silkeborg, Denmark, on 23-25 May 2018. 

10.4 The Meeting invited to inform of any obstacles in timely reporting of periodic 2017 data and 
took note that Denmark might not be in the position to report data in time. 

10.5 The Meeting pointed out that intercalibration might be used to improve analytical procedures 
in countries and to avoid erroneous data in future.  

10.6 The Meeting took note of the updated table of the work plan of the PLC-7 project (Annex 4). 

Agenda Item 11  HELCOM hot spots 

11.1 Sweden introduced document 11-1 containing a proposal for deletion of HELCOM Hot Spot 
No. 6, Dalälven River. The Dalälven River was included into the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM JCP) list in 
1992 due to high levels of heavy metals, specifically cadmium, copper and zinc, which originate from mining 
waste predominantly from the area around the city of Falun. The document contains a proposal to delete 
the hot spot from the HELCOM list. 

11.2 The Meeting took note of a clarification regarding purification of water from a mine which is 
currently not operational. The new WWT facility will be operational from 2021 but waste water is treated at 
the municipal WWTP. There is no significant improvement in water purification anticipated, since the new 
facility has been commissioned into operation. 

11.3 The Meeting discussed on how the 3-step criteria presented in the Procedures and Guidelines 
for inclusion and deletion of Hot Spots should be applied. The Secretariat clarified the interpretation of the 
guidelines. After consideration the Meeting decided to recommend to HOD 54-2018 to delete Hot Spot No.  6, 
Dalälven River, from the HELCOM hot spot list. 

11.4 Russia introduced document 11-3 (Presentation 3), Suggestions on deletion and revision of 
some Russian hot spots - Sovetsky PPM (hot spot No. 49), Nemansky PPM (hot spot No. 50) and Tsepruss 
PPM (hot spot No. 69), Volkhov Aluminium Plant (hot spot No. 15). This proposal was mentioned in 2013 
(Overview of implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan). 

11.5 The Meeting considered the Russian proposals and concluded that additional information on 
monitoring results should be provided to evaluate the state of the Hot Spots against HELCOM criteria and to 
subsequently decide on the deletion of these hot spots from the list. 

11.6 The Meeting took note of the comment by JNF that changing of the ownership or temporary 
termination of the activity cannot be considered as justification for deletion of the hot spots from the list. 

11.7 The Meeting also pointed out that the division of a Hot Spot to several others implies a 
procedure of inclusion of new hot spots into the list, which also should be made in accordance with the 
relevant HELCOM procedure and be based on the HELCOM criteria. 

11.8 In order to facilitate the work on the hot spots in Russia, the Meeting invited the Contracting 
Parties to provide written comments on document 11-2 by 11 May 2018 to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi).  

11.9 The Meeting took note of the information on the workshop devoted to Hot Spots in Kaliningrad 
area, organized by government of Kaliningrad area with the support by CCB (document 11-3). 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/BSAP_Overview_with%20cover.pdf
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Agenda Item 12  Progress achieved to prevent environment al impact from the toxic landfill  
Krasny Bor 

12.1 HELCOM HOD 50-2016 had requested the Pressure Group to follow up progress at the Krasny 
Bor landfill as well as to consider the risks posed by similar sites around the Baltic Sea. Information on recent 
developments and planned activities as well as results of environmental monitoring in the areas adjacent to 
the site was presented at PRESSURE 5-2016 and PRESSURE 6-2017 meetings.  

12.2 Document 12-1 contains brief information on the current state of the Krasny Bor landfill, 
including implemented measures and planned activities to assure the safety of the environment. 

12.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the activities at the Krasny Bor landfill to minimize 
current environmental risks posed by the landfill and on the state of the development of the project on 
remediation of the site with subsequent deletion of the hot spot from the HELCOM list (Presentation 4). 

12.4 The Meeting also took note of the information on the state of the environment and 
environmental risk management on the site (Presentation 5). 

12.5 Recalling that PRESSURE 5-2016 had invited NEFCO to coordinate international support of the 
activities to remediate the Krasny Bor landfill, the Meeting took note of the information by NEFCO on the 
current status of the international cooperation on the matter as well as of the planned activities and 
managerial solutions aimed at the final goal – remediation of the landfill. 

12.6 Germany informed about an advisory assistance project to verify and further develop the 
monitoring system of the Krasny Bor landfill in compliance with the HELCOM standards (document 12-2; 
Presentation 6). 

12.7 The Meeting thanked Germany, Finland and Sweden for financial contribution into the 
development of the project on remediation of the landfill and for the development of the environmental 
monitoring on the site in line with HELCOM standards. Estonia has provided support to the project 
development by providing expert advice based on the experience from Sillamae nuclear waste deposit 
implemented in coordination with NEFCO. 

12.8 The Meeting also thanked NEFCO for the effort to coordinate international support. 

12.9 The Meeting recognized the high level of transparency of all activities carried out by the 
administration of the landfill and by the responsible authorities of St.Petersburg and also of information on 
the results of environmental monitoring. 

12.10 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the hazardous waste management in the North 
West region of Russia after the Krasny Bor landfill has been closed. The Meeting was informed that the 
amount of hazardous waste has been reduced down to one tenth in the last decades, and that the waste is 
being transported into other landfills in the central regions of Russia (Moscow and Yaroslavl regions).  

12.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the new technologies which are being developed 
for remediation of the landfill through immobilization of liquid hazardous wastes at the landfill and 
prevention of their leaching into the environment. 

12.12 The Meeting took note that the availability of information on the state of the landfill and 
openness of the procedures has helped to relief tensions in the public society. Currently, there are no major 
public complains being received.  

12.13 The Meeting took note of the invitation by Russia to visit the Krasny Bor landfill and inspect the 
current state of the site. The Meeting also recalled the invitation by NEFCO, noted by PRESSURE 5-2016, to 
visit the site when the risk management measure have been implemented. 
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Agenda Item 13  Progress in implementation of the BSAP and HELCOM Recommendations:  
updates and revision 

13.1 The Secretariat introduced document 13-1, Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – 
three years left to reach good environmental status. In addition, the document contains a list of regional and 
national actions of relevance for Pressure Group included into the Report (cf. Annex 1 of the document). 

13.2 The Meeting took note of the report, in particular of the status of implementation of regional 
and national actions related to the work of Pressure Group. 

13.3 The Meeting suggested to enhance discussion on measures to minimize phosphorus reduction 
and a perspective to facilitate progress towards the reduction targets for P, excluding measures to manage 
internal load. 

13.4 The Meeting also suggested to take into account the evaluation of accomplishment of HELCOM 
agreements prioritizing actions in the group’s work plan. 

13.5 The Meeting agreed to gather information on the reasons for not accomplishing the national 
actions. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to provide the Group with more detailed information on the 
results of the reporting on the implementation of the national actions by 31 May 2018. 

13.6 The Meeting agreed to investigate the status of the accomplishment of national actions, taking 
into account the information provided by HELCOM, in order to reveal the reason of lagging behind the 
implementation deadlines. 

13.7 The Meeting agreed that countries will report an updated information on national 
implementation of the BSAP, including the obstacles and future plans, to the Secretariat 
(leena.heikkila@helcom.fi) by 1 September 2018. 

13.8 The Secretariat introduced document 13-2, Strengthening the implementation of BSAP at local 
level. 

13.9 The Meeting took note of the progress in the work on involvement of local stakeholders into 
implementation of the BSAP. 

13.10 The Meeting agreed that the dialog with municipalities has potential to strengthen 
implementation of the BSAP but it also rather challenging, in particular for diffuse sources, due to the need 
to keep equal requirements for stakeholders in the various municipalities.  

13.11 The Meeting suggested to organize an exchange of the information on good examples of 
implementation of particular actions on the municipal level which contribute to the BSAP. 

Agenda Item 14  Any other business 

14.1 The Meeting took note of the invitation by PA Nutri to attend the EUSBSR annual Forum which 
will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, on 4-5 June 2018 and to also attend the Steering Committee meeting of PA 
Nutri back-to-back with the Forum. 

14.2 The Meeting also discussed the possible update of the HELCOM Recommendation on anti-
fouling systems. The Meeting welcomed the offer of Finland to intersessionally prepare an initial suggestion 
for the update of the Recommendation.  

14.3 The Meeting agreed to consider the suggestion at PRESSURE 9-2018 to initiate the update 
procedure in cooperation with the Maritime group. 

14.4 The Meeting took note of the national ongoing project in Sweden aimed at prevention of the 
harmful effect of anti-fouling systems.  

14.5 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to investigate available national information on 
pollutants from offshore sources (e.g. shipping, off shore windmills, aquaculture, oil industry) of hazardous 
substances and to discuss the matter at the PRESSURE 9-2018 meeting. 
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14.6 The Delegations checked and updated the Contact lists of the Group contained in document 
14-1. The updated lists are contained in Annex 5. The Contracting Parties and Observers were invited to 
submit further updates to the Secretariat (leena.heikkila@helcom.fi). 

Agenda Item 15  Election of Vice-Chair(s) 

15.1 The Meeting decided to postpone the election to PRESSURE 9-2018. 

Agenda Item 16  Future work and meetings 

16.1 One of the results of the streamlining of HELCOM, concluded in 2014, was a new structure for 
the work on land-based pollution, monitoring and assessment, and biodiversity and nature protection. New 
HELCOM Working Groups on State of the Environment and Nature Conservation (State & Conservation) and 
on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (Pressure) were established. 

16.2 The Heads of Delegation will review the work of the two new Working Groups at their next 
meeting, to be held on 14 15 June 2018 and, therefore, Pressure Group was invited to provide feedback on 
the work of the group under the new structure. 

16.3 The Meeting discussed the matter and agreed on the feedback as contained in Annex 6. 

16.4 The Meeting took note of the invitation by Latvia to host the next meeting of the Pressure Group 
(PRESSURE 9-2018) on 8-12 October 2018. 

16.5 The Meeting agreed to arrange PRESSURE 10-2019 tentatively during the week 8-12 April 2019. 
The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to consider hosting the meeting. 

16.6 The Meeting agreed to arrange the workshop on marine litter on 9 October and PRESSURE 9-
2018 10-12 October 2018. 

Agenda Item 17  Outcome and closing of the Meeting 

17.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting (document 17-1). 

17.2 The Meeting noted that it is the last HELCOM meeting for the Danish delegate and wished her 
success in her future work.  

17.3 The Outcome of the Meeting will be finalized by the Secretariat in cooperation with the Chair 
and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentations given 
during the Meeting. 

17.4 The Meeting thanked Germany for hosting the PRESSURE 8-2018 meeting as well as for the great 
hospitality and the excellent facilities. 
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Annex 1 List of Participants 

Delegation Name Organization E-mail  Phone 
Chair of the 
Group 

Lars Sonesten Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Lars.Sonesten@slu.se +46702562444 

Denmark Signe Jung-Madsen Ministry of Environment and Food of Denmark sijun@mfvm.dk  
Denmark Lars M. Svendsen DCE - Danish Center for Environment and Energy 

Aarhus University 
lms@dce.au.dk +45 2122 0420 

Estonia Katarina Oganjan Ministry of the Environment of Estonia katarina.oganjan@envir.ee +37255657568 

Finland Ari Kangas Ministry of the Environment ari.kangas@ym.fi +358295250340 
Finland Laura Saijonmaa Ministry of the Environment of Finland laura.saijonmaa@ym.fi +358295250261 
Finland Seppo Knuuttila Finnish Environment Institute seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi +358 40 7609232 
Finland Sanna Suikkanen Finnish Environment Institute sanna.suikkanen@ymparisto.fi  
Finland Sanni Turunen Ministry of the Environment and EUSBSR PA Nutri sanni.j.turunen@ym.fi  +358505972641 

Germany Wera Leujak German Environment Agency wera.leujak@uba.de +49 340 2103 2419 

Germany Ulrike Pirntke German Environment Agency ulrike.pirntke@uba.de  

Germany Clemens Engelke State Agency for Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Geology, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany 

clemens.engelke@lung.mv-regierung.de +49 3843 777330 

Germany Dietmar Koch German Environment Agency dietmar.koch@uba.de +49 340 21032371 

Germany Aleke Stöfen-O'Brien German Environment Agency aleke.stoefenobrien@uba.de +49 340 2102774 

Germany Ralph Wollmann German Environment Agency ralph.wollmann@uba.de +49 1721395827 

Germany Malte Pallentin Leibniz-Institute for Baltic Research Warnemuende malte.pallentin@io-warnemuende.de +49 381 5197-3457 

Lithuania Svajunas Plunge Environmental Protection Agency s.plunge@aaa.am.lt +37067506994 

Poland Przemysław Gruszecki State Water Holding Polish Waters (National Water 
Management Authority) 

przemyslaw.gruszecki@wody.gov.pl  

Poland Agata Święcka Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation agata.swiecka@gmail.com  

Russia Natalia Oblomkova Federal State Budget Scientific Institution “Institute for 
Engineering and Environmental Problems in Agricultural 
Production” (IEEP) 

oblomkovan@gmail.com  
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Russia Igor Grigorev Committee for Nature Use, Environmental Protection and 
Ecological Safety 

head@kpoos.gov.spb.ru +79313262662 

Russia Daria Sorokina Committee for Nature Use, Environmental Protection and 
Ecological Safety 

sorokina@kpoos.gov.spb.ru +79811503099 

Russia Alexey Trutnev Landfill Krasny Bor trutnev@poligonkb.spb.ru +79215871331 
Russia Anastasiia Medved Landfill Krasny Bor press@poligonkb.spb.ru +79117077971 
Russia Vladimir Reshetov TehnoTerra LLC info@tterra.ru +79219521076 

Sweden Philip Axe Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management philip.axe@havochvatten.se +46106986026 
Sweden Jenny Hedman Swedish Environmental Protection Agency  and 

EUSBSR PA Hazards 
jenny.hedman@naturvardsverket.se +46761123900 

Observer Rieke Scholz BirdLife International c/o NABU - Naturschutzbund 
Deutschland e.V. 

rieke.scholz@nabu.de +49 3831 306859-3 

Observer Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) mikhail.durkin@ccb.se +46739770793 
Observer Paula Lindell EurEau paula.lindell@vvy.fi +358505667950 
Observer Brian Thomsen Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) brian@danskakvakultur.dk 004540762870 

Observer Torben Wallach Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) torben@danskakvakultur.dk 004527282976 

Observer Marjukka Porvari John Nurminen Foundation (JNF) marjukka.porvari@jnfoundation.fi 
 

Observer Anna Soirinsuo WWF Finland anna.soirinsuo@wwf.fi +358503226728 

Invited guests     
BNI Bo Gustafsson Baltic Nest Institute bo.gustafsson@su.se +46737078603 
NEFCO Kari Homanen NEFCO kari.homanen@nefco.fi  
DCE Lars M. Svendsen DCE - Danish Center for Environment and Energy 

Aarhus University 
lms@dce.au.dk +45 2122 0420 

HELCOM Dmitry Frank-
Kamenetsky 

HELCOM Secretariat dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi +358 40 630 9933 

 
Marta Ruiz HELCOM Secretariat marta.ruiz@helcom.fi +358 40 647 2424 
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Annex 2 German comments on document 5-1 

 

Page 8 (Swedish comments) 

In General: Any change of the methodology should be discussed and agreed by EN-DREDS. 

To comment 1: It is right, in case of point reporting the size could be raised 4times to 100/200 m.  

To comment 2: The raised topic in the comment could be considered. If this should lead to a consequence, 
a proposal for a modification of the methodology with more differentiation and related assessment has to 
be made. This has to be - perhaps discussed - and at least agreed by EN-DREDS.  If PRESSURE 8-2018 
decides to modificate the methodology, Germany could provide a proposal which could be distributed via 
Secretariat to achieve an agreement or if necessary to have an additional meeting.   

To comment 3: It is not clear to which intention the comment should lead to. The 6-years period is the 
reporting cycle. This cycle durance is not relevant for any assessment reflecting loss/disturbance which is 
bound to the 12 years’ time span.  

Additional information: Experiences in Germany show that (all or nearly all) deposit activities in the German 
Baltic Sea area lead only to short time (measurable) effects and not to effects lasting over 6 years. Therefore 
the proposed methodology is from our point of view appropriate. 

To comment 4: There seems to be a misunderstanding. EN-DREDS has had no intention to differentiate 
between different grain sizes. The separation between maintenance and capital dredging was chosen 
because capital dredging leads per definition to a real deepening of the bed morphology and maintenance 
dredging will lead to a situation which had been there before and recent natural sedimentation occurred 
and consequently had to be removed. So a status “as it was before” will be restored. 

To comment 5: For the German part of the Baltic maintenance characteristics show low amount of dredged 
material and only irregular use of deposit sites.  
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Annex 3 Russian comments on Diclofenac 

 

Diclofenac 

More information about temporal-spatial dispersal of diclofenac in the Baltic Sea is needed. We 
should also analyze concentration levels of diclofenac in biota (as components of the food chain). 

Since diclofenac is one of the most widely used pharmaceutical substances can definitely be 
accepted as an indicator of overall levels of pharmaceutical contamination.  

With that said, carrying out similar studies in major treatment facilities in other HELCOM countries 
will significantly improve the level of understanding of potential effects that PS have on the Baltic 
Sea environment. 

We especially want to stress the need for a unified methodological base for obtaining comparable 
results and, as such, fuller picture of contamination levels. 

Dissimilarity and sporadic nature of data in the report makes it impossible to statistically process it 
and present a distribution of contamination of Baltic Sea. 

The report has a lot of highly fragmented and hard-to-compare information which is very noticeable. 
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Annex 4 Revised timetable of PLC-7 Project 

 
Changes as compared with the original table are indicated with italics: Two extra task which are included 
and further a deadline corrected under item 12 (cf. Table 1 in document 7-13) 
 
 
Table 1: The table provides an overview of the main tasks and the planned start and end for each task. “1/2017” 
indicates first quarter of 2017. The right column indicates “Revised end of task” if the deadline are expected changed 
as compared with the planned deadline in the PLC-7 project it is also marked with italic. Task 12 is a new task added to 
the PLC-7 project. 
 

PLC- 7 task Start  End New end 
1. Project management (including about 12 project team meetings) 1/2017 4/2020 4/2020 
2. Workshops (2 workshops are planned) 1/2017 4/2019 4/2019 
3. Monitoring and compilation of national annual/periodical data 1/2017 4/2017 4/2017 
4. Reporting of quality assured national annual/periodic data 3/2018 3/2019 3/2019 
5. Establishing the periodic assessment data set 1995-2017 2/2019 4/2019 4/2019 
6. Assessment of sources of nutrients 4/2019 1/2020 1/2020 
7. Assessment of the effectiveness of measures 1/2019 1/2020 1/2020 
8. Assessment of inputs of selected hazardous substances 3/2019 2/2020 2/2020 
9. Compilation of the executive summary and policy messages 3/2020 4/2020 4/2020 
10. Updating guidelines and statistical methodology report 1/2017 1/2018 4/2018 
11. Intercalibration on heavy metals and nutrients  3/2017 2/2018 2/2018 
12. Finalizing PLC-6 assessment products 1/2017 2/2018 1/2019 
13. Update Core indicator on nutrient inputs 1995-2017 4/2019 1/2020 1/2020 
14. Update scientific report on progress towards CART 1998-2017 4/2019 3/2020 3/2020 
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Annex 5 Contacts and Observers of Pressure Group 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 
Chair 
Chair of Pressue Group Lars Sonesten Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Lars.Sonesten@slu.se 
Contracting Parties 
Denmark Signe Jung-Madsen Ministry of Environment and Food of Denmark sijun@mfvm.dk 
Denmark Lars M. Svendsen Danish Center for Environment and Energy, Aarhus University lms@dmu.dk  
Estonia Timo Kangur Ministry of the Environment, Water Department timo.kangur@envir.ee 

Estonia Rene Reisner Ministry of the Environment rene.reisner@envir.ee 

Estonia Agnes Unnuk Ministry of the Environment agnes.unnuk@envir.ee 

Estonia Katarina Oganjan Ministry of the Environment katarina.oganjan@envir.ee 

Estonia Peeter Eek Ministry of the Environment peeter.eek@envir.ee 

Estonia Agni Kaldma Ministry of the Environment agni.kaldma@envir.ee 

Estonia Anastasiia Kovtun-Kante Estonian Environment Agency anastasiia.kovtun-kante@envir.ee 

European Union Maud Casier European Commission  Maud.CASIER@ec.europa.ec 

Finland Kristiina Isokallio Ministry of the Environment kristiina.isokallio@ym.fi 
Finland Ari Kangas Ministry of the Environment ari.kangas@ym.fi 
Finland Laura Saijonmaa Ministry of the Environment laura.saijonmaa@ym.fi 
Finland Seppo Knuuttila Finnish Environment Institute seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Antti Räike Finnish Environment Institute antti.raike@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Sanna Suikkanen Finnish Environment Institute sanna.suikkanen@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Virpi Tarvainen Finnish Meteorological Institute virpi.tarvainen@fmi.fi 
Finland Mikael Wennström The Government of Åland mikael.wennstrom@regeringen.ax 
Germany Marina Carstens Ministry of Agriculture and Environment Mecklenburg-Vorpommern m.carstens@lm.mv-regierung.de 
Germany Dietmar Koch German Environment Agency dietmar.koch@uba.de 
Germany Wera Leujak German Environment Agency wera.leujak@uba.de 
Germany Ulrike Pirntke German Environment Agency ulrike.pirntke@uba.de 
Germany Stefanie Werner German Environment Agency stefanie.werner@uba.de 
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Germany Aleke Stöfen-O'Brien German Environment Agency aleke.stoefenobrien@uba.de 

Germany Clemens Engelke State Agency for Environment, Nature Protection and Geology 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Clemens.engelke@lung.mv-regierung.de 

Germany Sebastian Schirmel Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency Sebastian.schirmel@bsh.de 
Germany Andrea Weiss German Environment Agency andrea.weiss@uba.de 
Latvia Ilga Kokorite Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Centre ilga.kokorite@lvgmc.lv 
Latvia Inga Plocina Daugavpils Regional Environmental Board inga.plocina@daugavpils.vvd.gov.lv 
Latvia Atis Treijs Daugavpils Regional Environmental Board atis.treijs@daugavpils.vvd.gov.lv 
Lithuania Aiste Kubiliute Environment Protection Agency a.kubiliute@aaa.am.lt  
Lithuania Gediminas Dūdėnas Environment Protection Agency gediminas.dudenas@aaa.am.lt 
Lithuania Svajunas Plunge Environmental Protection Agency s.plunge@aaa.am.lt 
Lithuania Martynas Pankauskas Environment Protection Agency martynas.pankauskas@aaa.am.lt 
Lithuania Laura Lauciute Environment Protection Agency laura.lauciute@aaa.am.lt 
Lithuania Viktorija Vaskeviciene Ministry of Environment viktorija.vaskeceviciene@am.lt 

Poland Magda Chreptowicz-
Liszewska 

State Water Holding Polish Waters 
(National Water Management Authority) magda.chreptowicz-liszewska@wody.gov.pl 

Poland Przemysław Gruszecki State Water Holding Polish Waters 
(National Water Management Authority) przemyslaw.gruszecki@wody.gov.pl 

Poland Joanna Anczarska State Water Holding Polish Waters 
(National Water Management Authority) joanna.anczarska@wody.gov.pl 

Poland Jolanta Wikalinska Ministry of Economic Development jolanta.wikalinska@mr.gov.pl 
Poland Agata Święcka Ministry of Maritime and Inland Navigation agata.swiecka@mgm.gov.pl 
Poland Ewa Makowska Ministry of Maritime and Inland Navigation ewa.makowska@mgm.gov.pl 
Poland Monika Zabrzenska Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development monika.zabrzenska-chaterera@minrol.gov.pl 
Poland Pawel Prus  The Stanisław Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute p.prus@infish.com.pl 
Poland Mikolaj Adamczyk  The Stanisław Sakowicz Inland Fisheries Institute mikolaj_adamczyk@op.pl 
Russia Ludmila Filatova Department of Rosprirodnadzor in the NWFD filatovamila@list.ru 

Russia Natalia Oblomkova Federal State Budget Scientific Institution “Institute for Engineering and 
Environmental Problems in Agricultural Production" 

oblomkova@helcom.ru 
oblomkovan@gmail.com 

Russia Svetlana Tochanskaya Saint-Petersburg State Company "Mineral" svetlana@helcom.ru 
Russia Natalia Bobyleva Saint-Petersburg State Company "Mineral" bobyleva@helcom.ru 
Sweden Philip Axe Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management philip.axe@havochvatten.se 
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Sweden Anna Maria Sundin Swedish Environmental Protection Agency annamaria.sundin@naturvardsverket.se 

Observers 
CCB Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 
CCB Eugeniy Lobanov Coalition Clean Baltic lobanow@ecoidea.by 
BFFE Liisa Pietola Baltic Farmers Forum on Environment  c/o MTK, Finland liisa.pietola@mtk.fi 
BFFE Rikard Korkman Baltic Farmers Forum on Environment c/o SLC, Finland rikard.korkman@slc.fi 
EurAQUA Mona Olsson Öberg EurAQUA  c/o IVL mona.olsson.oberg@ivl.se 
BirdLife Rieke Scholz BirdLife International c/o NABU - Naturschutzbund Deutschland e.V. rieke.scholz@nabu.de 
WWF Anna Soirinsuo WWF Finland anna.soirinsuo@wwf.fi 
WWF Marta Kalinowska WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme mkalinowska@wwf.pl  
WWF Anna Sosnowska WWF Poland asosnowska@wwf.pl 
WWF Weronika Kosin WWF Poland wkosin@wwf.pl 
WWF Anders Alm WWF Sweden anders.alm@wwf.se 
WWF Jan Wärnbäck WWF Sweden jan.warnback@wwf.se 
WWF Nerijus Zableckis WWF/Lithuanian Fund for Nature nerijus.z@glis.lt 

JNF Marjukka Porvari John Nurminen Foundation marjukka.porvari@jnfoundation.fi 

JNF Miina Mäki John Nurminen Foundation miina.maki@jnfoundation.fi 

ICES Sebastian Valanko ICES sebastian.valanko@ices.dk 

KIMO International Arabelle Bentley KIMO International arabelle.bentley@shetland.gov.uk 

EurEau Paula Lindell EurEau c/o Finnish Water Utilities Association paula.lindell@vvy.fi 

FEAP Torben Wallach FEAP c/o Dansk Akvakultur torben@danskakvakultur.dk 

Consultants and other contacts 
RedCore DG member Bo Gustafsson Baltic Nest Institute, Sweden bo.gustafsson@su.se 
Data Consultant Jerzy Bartnicki EMEP MSC-W jerzy.bartnicki@met.no 
Data Consultant Alexey Gusev EMEP MSC-E alexey.gusev@msceast.org 
Data Consultant Pekka Kotilainen Finnish Environment Institute pekka.kotilainen@ymparisto.fi 
EUSBSR PA Hazards 
Coordinator Jenny Hedman Swedish EPA jenny.hedman@naturvardsverket.se 

EUSBSR PA Nutri Sanni Turunen Ministry of the Environment of Finland sanni.J.Turunen@ym.fi 
 



Outcome of PRESSURE 8-2018 
Annex 6  

 

 

Page 26 of 27 
 

Annex 5 Feedback on the work of the groups under the revised HELCOM structure 

 

According to the Terms of Reference, the Pressure group was created to provide technical expertise 
underpinning work on inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances to the sea, including management of 
HELCOM hot spots. The group should also address issues connected to Marine Litter and Underwater Noise. 
In addition, aspects connected to physical disturbance of the sea floor such as dredging and 
placement/deposition of marine sediments have been added to the group’s responsibilities.  

The group has developed and agreed on five HELCOM Recommendations covering monitoring of inputs via 
air and water. HELCOM recommendations on management of both sewage sludge and reporting of dredged 
material have been adopted. The follow-up system for nutrient reductions was developed and work on the 
regular Pollution Load Compilations has been advanced. There has also been significant progress since 
adopting the Regional Action Plan for Marine Litter and the Roadmap for Underwater Noise. The work on 
hazardous substances has progressed through close cooperation with the EUSBSR PA-Hazards, particularly 
concerning micropollutants and pharmaceutical loads to the Baltic Sea. To achieve this, Pressure has created 
and managed a number of expert networks and projects, sometimes as cross-cutting groups in cooperation 
with e.g. State and Conservation. These groups and projects include EN Marine Litter, EN Underwater Noise, 
RedCore DG, CG Pharma, EN DREDS and PLC.  Pressure has organized more than 8 workshops to further the 
work. 

Pressure outreach work has involved cooperation with EUSBSR PA Hazards, PA-NUTRI and PA-BioEconomy, 
OSPAR INPUT, HASEC and EIHA. Practical work has resulted from the facilitation of a link between Russian 
authorities and NEFCO for the mitigation of the Krasny Bor toxic waste site. 

The overall work load of Pressure group, is comparable to S&C managing about 20-30 documents per day. 
Streamlining of the HELCOM structure was initiated, among other reasons, to optimise procedures of 
document circulation by minimizing documents bouncing between groups. This task has been achieved to a 
certain extent. Within the new structure, document circulation is more transparent and efficient.  

One of the main criticisms is that within the remit of Pressure Group, aspects of too many different topics 
are discussed at each meeting. This hinders in-depth discussions on each of the agenda items. Usually only a 
limited number of experts are able to attend, and this creates difficulties for Contracting Parties in the in 
depth discussion. This has led to the creation of a large number of expert groups and networks.  Some aspects 
of the groups work are then only treated on a rather superficial level at PRESSURE meetings and progress 
made is consequently sub-optimal, with issues sent back to the expert groups. In addition, there is often a 
lack of synergy between the many of the pressures managed by the group.  

To minimize this problem, Pressure group attempted to have a thematic focus to the meetings by having one 
meeting per year focusing on eutrophication and the other on hazardous substances. This was not 
sustainable and meetings have needed to address all issues at all meetings. 

Preparation for the work of the group with an agenda including such a diversity of various themes requires 
the involvement of many experts. It needs strong national coordination and is very tedious. The vast amount 
of documents and themes hinder in depth discussion.  

The other aspect for criticism in the new structure is the lack of a link between issues related to the state of 
the marine environment and loads, which is clearly shown by the example of HOLAS II project. HOLAS II 
project is the most confusing example of crosscutting processes in HELCOM. The project involves also 
assessment of pressures but without proper communication with Pressure group and, hence, the utilization 
of their expertise.  
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Pressure manages a subset of the pressures on the Baltic Sea. The group needs a closer relationship to AGRI. 
AGRI however has a different position in the HELCOM structure which makes communication more difficult. 
The relationships between Pressure and MORS, Pressure and Maritime and Pressure and FISH, could be 
improved – particularly concerning load issues. This could be achieved by adjusting Pressure’s mandate. 
Improved alignment with the pressure descriptors of the MSFD would recreate the link between loads and 
status (for e.g. eutrophication) that existed in former MONAS. 

The group is firmly of the opinion that we are better than State and Conservation. The following might be 
suggested to improve the work of the group:  

- to evaluate the added value of the choice of pressures managed by the working group; 

- to clarify the mandate of the group and withdraw excessive tasks, e.g. underwater noise; 

- to improve communication with S&C group on cross-cutting issues in the format of regular joint 
sessions or workshops, e.g. on hazardous substances; 

- to better utilize intersessional work and written procedures as well as provide written comments 
on documents before the meeting; 

- information documents which do not require any specific action from the group can also be 
considered via correspondence; 

- to publish an extraction from outcomes containing major decisions, agreements, and deadlines; 

- to consider a possibility for legal expertise on the documents, especially recommendations, and 
a specific body to follow up the implementation of HELCOM Recommendations (a compliance 
commission similar to OSPAR JL). 
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	3.10 The Meeting took note of the update from the MARELITT Baltic project on (i) derelict fishing gear recycling possibilities; (ii) port reception facilities; and (iii) first results of the derelict fishing gear search and retrieval operations at sea...
	3.11 The Meeting took note of the cooperation of CCB with MARELITT project.
	3.12 The Meeting took note of the information on measures that are relevant for the corresponding marine litter aspects of the European Strategy for plastics in a circular economy (document 3-9).
	3.13 The Meeting took note of the suggestions on work forward on a regional approach to the problem of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-3).
	3.14 The Meeting discussed the suggested activities and took note of the following views:
	- Denmark: the survey should be developed in close cooperation with the FISH group. There is a need for clarification on the figures of nets lost or abandoned in the Baltic Sea from WWF Poland in document 3-3. It may be relevant to consider in the sur...
	- Estonia: suggested to arrange a joint work with OSPAR on derelict fishing gear;
	- Finland: regional survey should analyse alternative ways to tackle the problem of the lost fishing gear than HELCOM recommendation and highlighted that HELCOM FISH group should be involved. Finland offered to deliver further editorial comments to th...
	- Germany: welcomed the survey as a good way forward; pointed out that also international legal framework should be reflected in the final review; requested clarification of the methodology and time frame to calculate the amount of ALDFG in the Baltic...
	3.15 The Meeting agreed to develop a regional survey taking into account the comments given by the Meeting.
	3.16 The Meeting agreed that the survey will be developed by the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter in cooperation with the FISH Group with the support of the Secretariat. The draft survey will be submitted for final commenting to FISH and Pressure Groups by 7 J...
	3.17 The Meeting also agreed to continue the discussion on further reginal actions on ALDFG at PRESSURE 9-2028 based on the outcome of the survey.
	3.18 The Meeting took note of the call by CCB to keep in mind that a HELCOM Recommendation might be utilized as a tool to handle the problem of lost fishing gear in the Baltic Sea region.
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	4.2 The Meeting took note that the document was submitted to HELCOM 39-2018 (document 3-5), where it was taken note of that Russia is prepared to approve the document with some further revisions which will be forwarded to the Secretariat and concluded...
	4.3 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia that the study reservation on annual reporting to the registry of impulsive noise is still valid, and that the issue is currently under consideration.
	4.4 The Meeting took note of the report on current activities of the HELCOM EN-Noise (document 4-1).
	4.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark that there is Danish data in the noise registry available from 2016.
	4.6 The Meeting took note of the information on the “Jomopans” project on ambient noise under development in OSPAR, which is similar to the accomplished BIAS project in the Baltic Sea area, and that information exchange could be organized on the matter.
	4.7 The Meeting took note of the information on the third Review meeting of the Joint Industry Programme on Exploration and Production (E&P) Sound and Marine Life (document 4-2).
	4.8 The Meeting took note that the meeting is an opportunity for the community of research scientists to present their finding to regulators, and that the attendance is by invitation only (info@soundandmarinelife.org).

	Agenda Item 5  Physical damage to the sea floor
	5.1 The Meeting considered the method used for evaluation of environmental pressure caused by dredging/depositing operations at sea (document 5-1).
	5.2 The Meeting took note of the study reservation by Russia on the use of the terms “physical loss” and “disturbance” for the assessment. The Meeting invited Russia to clarify the issue and lift the study reservation by 27 April 2018.
	5.3 The Meeting took note of the comments by Germany that were submitted in response to the Swedish comments, attached to the Outcome as Annex 2.
	5.4 The Meeting also took note of the concern that building of the same buffer zones around polygons as around points might lead to overestimation of the environmental effects, and suggested to evaluate the effect in a harmonized way. Also mitigation ...
	5.5 The Meeting also took note of the similar work on elaboration of a methodology to evaluate environmental pressure caused by dredging/depositing operation within OSPAR and pointed out that the methodologies should be harmonized.
	5.6 The Meeting agreed that the supplementary report to HOLAS II assessment should include a disclaimer stating that “Any identification and assessments of losses and disturbances caused by dredging/depositing operations at this stage have a prelimina...
	5.7 The Meeting pointed out that the maps illustrating aggregated pressure layer of “physical loss” contains data on the future projects, such as the NordStream2 pipeline and Baltic Connector. The Meeting requested to remove these data from the datase...
	5.8 The Meeting agreed that the methodology can be used for the purposes of HOLAS II assessment after Russia has lifted the study reservation and with the disclaimer mentioned in paragraph 5.6.
	5.9 The Secretariat introduced the draft analysis of data on handling of dredged material at sea in 2015 in accordance with the methodological document agreed by PRESSURE 5-2016 (Outcome, para 5.9), including also an analysis of available time series ...
	5.10 The Meeting considered the document and provided feedback, as follows:
	5.11 The Meeting welcomed the progress achieved by the Expert Network on dredging/depositing operations at sea (HELCOM EN DREDS) to elaborate the draft analysis of data on dredging/depositing of dredged material at sea and agreed that the document req...

	Agenda Item 6  PLC-6 scientific report
	6.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the PLC-6 scientific report presented by the PLC Project Manager (document 7-8).
	6.2 The Meeting clarified that the reasons and consequences of changing the nutrient-input values in reference period will be discussed in the report.
	6.3 The Meeting suggested to include into the scientific report: (i) a brief background information on the BALTSEM model and on calculation of the nutrient reduction targets; (ii) information on the uncertainty of the raw data; (iii) separate figures ...
	6.4 The Meeting invited the PLC-7 team to submit the draft scientific report a month before PRESSURE 9-2018.
	6.5 The Meeting considered the Final report on implementation of HELCOM MAI-CART-OPER project (document 7.2). The project was agreed by HOD 48-2015 with the aim to operationalize, streamline and quality assure the products to follow up the HELCOM Nutr...
	6.6 The Meeting thanked BNI and DCE for the work done, emphasizing the importance of the developed tools for operationalization of the procedures to follow up the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme.
	6.7 The Meeting agreed that the documentation of the project products and integration of the tools into a toolkit, which has not been done due to lack of financing, are crucial to assure the sustainability of the project results.
	6.8 The Meeting took note that Denmark will consider the possibility to supply a part to the funds to finalize the project and invited other countries to consider a possibility to contribute.
	6.9 The Meeting took note that Finland and Germany will consider the possibility to contribute to the funds to finalize the project.
	6.10 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to approach Denmark, Finland and Germany with a request to contribute to finalization of the MAI CART OPER project. The Meeting invited Denmark, Finland and Germany to inform the Secretariat on the available fu...
	6.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the assessment includes expert work, thus the public assessment tools can only be used for visualization of publicly available assessment datasets but not for analysis on the raw data.
	6.12 According to the HELCOM information policy, HELCOM data have to be publicly available. The PLC-water database has been designed to not only provide services for data reporting and verification but also for data access. PRESSURE 7-2017 in principl...
	6.13 Document 7-5, introduced by the BNI representative, contains a description of the public interface providing access to the PLC-water data reported by countries and the link to this web-based interface.
	6.14 The Meeting provided feedback on the functionality of the interface and endorsed its use for public access to the raw data reported by countries to the PLC-water database by 31 of May 2018.
	6.15 The Meeting invited all stakeholders interested in the use of the data to test the interface and provide feedback on it to BNI (alexander.sokolov@su.se).
	6.16 The Meeting thanked BNI for the work done and suggested to provide the link to the interface from the HELCOM Map and Data Service.
	6.17 The Meeting considered document 7-4, which contains a description of the HELCOM Map and Data Service and structure of its section devoted to the land-based pollution sources (Table 1). Table 1 of the document contains also links to all the maps w...
	6.18 The Meeting agreed to provide feedback on the new section of HELCOM Map and Data Service dedicated to land-based sources of Baltic Sea pollution and invited national users of the HELCOM service to inform the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@h...
	6.19 The Meeting suggested to update the maps based on annually reported data in relation with the update of the HELCOM Core indicator. Periodic PLC data will be updated after the endorsement of the related PLC-7 products.
	6.20 The Meeting endorsed the publication of the suggested maps at the HELCOM Map and Data Service.

	Agenda Item 7  Measures to reduce nutrient loads
	7.1 The first draft of the new PLC product - Report on the overall evaluation on effectiveness of measures – was presented to PRESSURE 7-2017 for consideration.
	7.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress in elaboration of the PLC-6 report on effectiveness of measures by PLC Project Manager (document 7-12) and on the revised outline focussing on country-wise approach to evaluate measures toge...
	7.3 The Meeting took note of the information that Russia is still planning to provide more national information for the report.
	7.4 The Meeting pointed out that the task on an overall evaluation of the effects of implemented measures may be possible to fulfil with available information, even though not all Contracting Parties have provided the requested information. The assess...
	7.5 The Meeting took note that the collection of relevant data is challenging for all countries, and that one of the main message of this PLC product would be a suggestion to improve national procedures to enable the collection of relevant data, to re...
	7.6 The Meeting was of the opinion that all countries should currently be able to compile and supply the information on reduction potential in point sources, which would help to estimate the remaining burden on diffuse sources. But then again, the pro...
	7.7 The Meeting recognized that only a draft assessment, still requiring further consideration, will be submitted to PRESSURE 9-2018.
	7.8 The Meeting agreed to postpone the delivery of this PLC-6 project product and to consider it at PRESSURE 9-2018.
	7.9 The Meeting invited all Contracting Parties to provide available additional information for the assessment of effectiveness of measures no later than 15 May 2018 (lms@dce.au.dk and Seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi). The Meeting requested the Secretari...
	7.10 The Meeting discussed the EMEP report “Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen Deposition” on evaluation of N-emission reduction for publication on the HELCOM website (document 7-1).
	7.11 The Meeting took note that some countries had clarification questions and agreed that these questions will be delivered to the Secretariat by 11 May 2018 (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi). The Meeting requested the Secretariat to compile the qu...
	7.12 The Meeting discussed how to use the EMEP report and agreed that the information on input reduction should be included in the assessment of effectiveness of measures by PLC-7 project. The Meeting invited BNI together with EMEP to evaluate the est...
	7.13 The Meeting noted also that the project could assist long-term model evaluations and requested the data to be made available at the EMEP website.
	7.14 The Meeting acknowledged that in case the data was split to country per basin, the project result would serve better for the evaluation of effectiveness of measures. The Meeting suggested to use the lump amount of the emissions or the assessment ...
	7.15 The Meeting also addressed EMEP with the question on possibility to produce a similar evaluation for input of hazardous substances and acidification processes for the Baltic Sea.
	7.16 The Meeting took note of the current phosphorus load estimates of the two Finnish phosphogypsum sites, i.e. Yara Uusikaupunki and Yara Siilinjärvi (document 7-3) and the wish of Finland to encourage other Contracting Parties to inform of their co...
	7.17 The Meeting pointed out the importance to follow up potential phosphorus leakage from the stacks and further mitigation measures.
	7.18 The Meeting noted that regarding the nutrient recycling strategy, P-recycling from the stacks would be difficult in the near future.
	7.19 The Meeting suggested to include information on the locations of phosphogypsum stacks into the HELCOM Map and Data Service.
	7.20 The Meeting supported the organizing of a specific reporting procedure for these specific sources of phosphorus input to the Baltic Sea.
	7.21 The Meeting invited Finland to prepare a template for reporting information on the phosphogypsum stacks by 25 May 2018. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to circulate the template to the Contracting Parties by the end of May. The Contracting ...
	7.22 The Meeting took note of a presentation by Malte Pallentin from IOW, Germany, on a project for measuring airborne P-input to the Baltic Sea (Presentation 1) and thanked Germany for the valuable information. First results from coastal station show...
	7.23 The Meeting discussed the use for the data in HELCOM PLC assessment and follow-up of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme and concluded that the obtained information is very useful for estimation of phosphorus input to the Baltic Sea and invited ...
	7.24 The Meeting recommended to the PLC-7 project team to update the information on P-deposition on the Baltic Sea utilizing the most up-to-date data.
	7.25 Evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers is a new PLC-6 product, included into the project deliverables in 2015. A first draft of the chapter was presented to PRESSURE 7-2017. The meeting provided feedback and ag...
	7.26 Document 7-10 contains an updated draft of the report on evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers, taking into account comments received after HOD 53-2017.
	7.27 The Meeting considered the document and endorsed it, with minor corrections, for submission to HOD 54-2018 for final approval for publication.
	7.28 The Meeting proposed to add a short summary to the report.
	7.29 The Meeting agreed that written comments should be sent by 27 April 2018 (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) and antti.raike@ymparisto.fi). The report will be amended by 11 May 2018 and circulated to the group for tacit approval by 18 May 2018.
	7.30 The Meeting took note of the assessment results of the German indicator “Nutrient concentrations at the limnic-marine transition point” and agreed to use the information, as appropriate, in the further discussion on aligning nutrient reduction re...
	7.31 The Meeting welcomed the approach to communicate environmental targets with river basin authorities, as proposed by Germany.
	7.32 The Meeting took note of the contribution by CCB to the discussion on involvement of river basin authorities into implementation of the BSAP (document 7-10) based on the outcomes of the session on “Ecosystem Approach in Integrated River Basin Man...
	7.33 The Meeting took note of the information and appreciated CCB’s proposal to arrange an international workshop on the role of integrated river basin management in reducing nutrient inputs to the Baltic Sea, with the participation of river basin man...
	7.34 The Meeting supported the idea to organize an international workshop and took note of the information that at least the German representatives in Odra River Basin Commission support this initiative.
	7.35 The Meeting also took note that Russia has investigated the possibility to set reduction targets for rivers and is ready to share the experience.
	7.36 The Meeting requested the RedCore DG to start preparations for the workshop concept note in cooperation with the PLC-7 Project Implementation Group and CCB, with the assistance of the Secretariat, and present this concept note at PRESSURE 9-2018.
	7.37 The PLC-6 Project Manager presented the progress of the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) project, summarizing the progress of the project (document 7-9), giving an overview of the delivered products and presenting a plan for fi...
	7.38 The final meeting of PLC-6 project (PLC-6 16-2017) was held in Tallinn, Estonia, in September 2017 in accordance with the project schedule, and the remaining PLC-6 issues were taken over by the PLC-7 Project Implementation Group, assisted by the ...
	7.39 RedCore DG 19-2018 suggested arranging a workshop to discuss e.g., (i) Scientific CART assessment report – lesson learned, (ii) Onward look of the nutrient reduction scheme and (iii) Potential to set reduction targets for river basins.
	7.40 The Meeting thanked the Project Manager for the information, took note of the state of the PLC-6 deliverables and agreed on the plan for finalizing the remaining PLC-6 products proposed in the document.
	7.41 The Meeting agreed to organize a workshop and invited the Contracting Parties to provide written suggestions regarding the contents of the workshop as well as contacts of experts and organizations to be invited by 15 May 2018 to the Secretariat (...
	7.42 The Meeting welcomed an offer by BNI to host a two-day workshop, tentatively during week 46/2018 in Stockholm.
	7.43 With the support by HELCOM PRESSURE (6-2017) and HOD (52-2017) a workshop addressing various aspects of management of internal reserves of phosphorus was jointly organized by HELCOM and EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) Policy Area N...
	7.44 The Meeting took note of the information that a memo summarizing the major themes discussed (prepared by the organizers) and presentations are available at the HELCOM website
	7.45 The Meeting took note of an initial suggestion by Germany on the regional principles and a risk assessment framework for the management of internal nutrient reserves within HELCOM (document 7-16; Presentation 2) and thanked Germany for the work d...
	7.46 The Meeting took note of the comments by Finland on the proposal presented by Germany.
	7.47 The Meeting took note that Denmark supported the Finnish position and further was of the opinion that the appropriate format for a risk assessment framework would be a HELCOM Recommendation.
	7.48 The Meeting discussed the suggestions but was not in a position to develop an opinion and agreed to launch an intersessional process to elaborate draft Terms of Reference for the group to draft the regional principles and risk assessment framewor...

	Agenda Item 8  Nutrients recycling
	8.1 The Meeting recalled that PRESSURE 7-2017 had supported the background document on nutrient recycling, which was further elaborated by the HELCOM Agri group and submitted to HOD 53-2017 to support the development of a Ministerial decision on the H...
	8.2 The Meeting took note of the developments towards Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy.
	8.3 Finland presented document 8-4, Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy – Proposal for the outline of the Work. The outline of the work plan is proposed by Finland as the Chair of HELCOM Agri group. The outline will be updated based on the...
	8.4 The Meeting thanked Finland for the proposal and discussed the outline regarding the input of Pressure Group.
	8.5 The Meeting supported the proposed plan to elaborate a Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy and the working methods and agreed to contribute to this work in accordance with the proposed timeline.
	8.6 The Meeting took note that EUSBSR PA Nutri wishes to continue close cooperation with HELCOM and provide support for elaboration of the strategy.
	8.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on recent work analysing nutrient flows in the society, which will contribute to the strategy.
	8.8 The Meeting took note of the information on the call for proposals of project platforms by INTERREG programme. The project platforms are intended to summarise the outcomes of various EU projects in one thematic area into a policy messages.
	8.9 The Meeting took note of the platform project proposals BSR WATER (document 8-2) and SUMANU (document 8-3) which are both aimed to support the elaboration of the Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy.
	8.10 The Meeting took note that EurEau supports the initiatives and would like to contribute to the HELCOM work on the nutrient recycling strategy.

	Agenda Item 9  Hazardous substances
	9.1 The PLC-6 project group introduced document 9-2, Revised draft Assessment on input of selected hazardous substances, which is the revised version of the assessment integrating recommendations given by PRESSURE 7-2017 and comments by national exper...
	9.2 The Meeting considered the revised version of the Assessment on input of selected hazardous substances, discussed some details and endorsed it for submission to HOD 54-2018 for final approval, after minor editorial corrections.
	9.3 The Meeting took note of a few comments by Denmark regarding the methods which are to be taken on board and other minor editorial comments.
	9.4 The call for data on persistent organic pollutants of high concern in rivers was approved by PRESSURE 7-2017 as a part of the HELCOM process of accumulation of regional knowledge base for revision of HELCOM priority pollutants identified by HELCOM...
	9.5 Document 9-5 contains an overview of the data on input of persistent organic pollutants reported by 27 March 2018.
	9.6 The Meeting took note of the comment that the group of “others substances” reported for this data call should also be analyzed for identification of priority pollutants and further data compilation.
	9.7 The Meeting took note that Russia will try to report some data and invited Poland to report available data by 31 May 2018.
	9.8 Document 9-4 contains a brief overview of the data on mircropollutants in WWTPs effluents reported by 27 of March 2018.
	9.9 The Meeting took note of the information about the data gathered by the data call and invited those Contracting Parties who not yet have report any data to report available data by 31 May 2018.
	9.10 The HELCOM pre-core test indicator for diclofenac has been updated to contain the data reported by the Contracting Parties in response to the joint Pressure and State & Conservation data call in autumn 2017. Data was reported by all Contracting P...
	9.11 The updated report was reviewed and commented by CG PHARMA (CG PHARMA 3-2018), and the suggestions, corrections, and changes resulting from that meeting have also been incorporated into the updated indicator report.
	9.12 All changes that have occurred in the document since it was last presented to Pressure group are marked, and new key message maps have been added. This same document is presented also to STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 (14-18 May 2018).
	9.13 The updated indicator report will be summarized in the State of the Baltic Sea supplementary report on hazardous substances and prepared for the HELCOM Indicator webpage in June 2018.
	9.14 The updated report on HELCOM pre-core test indicator - Diclofenac is given in the attachment of document 9-1.
	9.15 The Meeting took note that in all data processing procedures the difference between reported LOD and LOQ should be taken into consideration and more precisely addressed in future data calls.
	9.16 The Meeting agreed that the remaining written comments should be forwarded to the Secretariat by 27 April 2018 (owen.rowe@helcom.fi and dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi).
	9.17 The Meeting took note of the comments by Russia on the HELCOM pre-core indicator on diclofenac, contained as Annex 3.
	9.18 The Meeting considered the updated indicator report and endorsed it for the use in the descriptive part of the HOLAS II assessment.
	9.19 The Secretariat introduced the draft Guidelines to report data on sales of veterinary medicines and on the collection of unused veterinary medicines (document 9-3).
	9.20 The Compilation of data on the use of pharmaceuticals in veterinary was identified as one of the activities in cooperation plans with PA Hazards and its flagship project CW Pharma. The draft Guidelines was elaborated by CG PHARMA in cooperation w...
	9.21 The Meeting took note that compilation of data on the use of pharmaceutical in veterinary for the Baltic Sea catchment in Germany and in Russia is challenging, due to the need to extract relevant data from consolidated national statistics.
	9.22 The Meeting endorsed the draft Guidelines and agreed on organizing the regional survey to collect data in the period May 2018- September 2018 as suggested by the plan for cooperation between HELCOM and EUSBSR PA Hazards, pending the study reserva...
	9.23 The Meeting invited Denmark and Sweden to inform the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) about the possibility to lift the study reservations by 27 April 2018.

	Agenda Item 10  Progress in PLC-7 project
	10.1 The PLC-7 Project Manager introduced the Progress report on the PLC-7 project, contained in document 7-13. The PLC-7 project proposal was approved by HOD 51-2017 and the project formally started on 1 January 2017 and runs until 2021.
	10.2 The Meeting took note of the report and noted that the PLC-7 project, in cooperation with the RedCore DG, will finalize the remaining tasks and deliverables of the PLC-6 project.
	10.3 The third PLC-7 Project Implementation Group meeting (PLC-7 IG 3-2018) will take place in Silkeborg, Denmark, on 23-25 May 2018.
	10.4 The Meeting invited to inform of any obstacles in timely reporting of periodic 2017 data and took note that Denmark might not be in the position to report data in time.
	10.5 The Meeting pointed out that intercalibration might be used to improve analytical procedures in countries and to avoid erroneous data in future.
	10.6 The Meeting took note of the updated table of the work plan of the PLC-7 project (Annex 4).

	Agenda Item 11  HELCOM hot spots
	11.1 Sweden introduced document 11-1 containing a proposal for deletion of HELCOM Hot Spot No. 6, Dalälven River. The Dalälven River was included into the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM JCP) list in 1992 due to high levels of heavy metals, specifically c...
	11.2 The Meeting took note of a clarification regarding purification of water from a mine which is currently not operational. The new WWT facility will be operational from 2021 but waste water is treated at the municipal WWTP. There is no significant ...
	11.3 The Meeting discussed on how the 3-step criteria presented in the Procedures and Guidelines for inclusion and deletion of Hot Spots should be applied. The Secretariat clarified the interpretation of the guidelines. After consideration the Meeting...
	11.4 Russia introduced document 11-3 (Presentation 3), Suggestions on deletion and revision of some Russian hot spots - Sovetsky PPM (hot spot No. 49), Nemansky PPM (hot spot No. 50) and Tsepruss PPM (hot spot No. 69), Volkhov Aluminium Plant (hot spo...
	11.5 The Meeting considered the Russian proposals and concluded that additional information on monitoring results should be provided to evaluate the state of the Hot Spots against HELCOM criteria and to subsequently decide on the deletion of these hot...
	11.6 The Meeting took note of the comment by JNF that changing of the ownership or temporary termination of the activity cannot be considered as justification for deletion of the hot spots from the list.
	11.7 The Meeting also pointed out that the division of a Hot Spot to several others implies a procedure of inclusion of new hot spots into the list, which also should be made in accordance with the relevant HELCOM procedure and be based on the HELCOM ...
	11.8 In order to facilitate the work on the hot spots in Russia, the Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide written comments on document 11-2 by 11 May 2018 to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi).
	11.9 The Meeting took note of the information on the workshop devoted to Hot Spots in Kaliningrad area, organized by government of Kaliningrad area with the support by CCB (document 11-3).

	Agenda Item 12  Progress achieved to prevent environment al impact from the toxic landfill  Krasny Bor
	12.1 HELCOM HOD 50-2016 had requested the Pressure Group to follow up progress at the Krasny Bor landfill as well as to consider the risks posed by similar sites around the Baltic Sea. Information on recent developments and planned activities as well ...
	12.2 Document 12-1 contains brief information on the current state of the Krasny Bor landfill, including implemented measures and planned activities to assure the safety of the environment.
	12.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the activities at the Krasny Bor landfill to minimize current environmental risks posed by the landfill and on the state of the development of the project on remediation of the site with subsequent dele...
	12.4 The Meeting also took note of the information on the state of the environment and environmental risk management on the site (Presentation 5).
	12.5 Recalling that PRESSURE 5-2016 had invited NEFCO to coordinate international support of the activities to remediate the Krasny Bor landfill, the Meeting took note of the information by NEFCO on the current status of the international cooperation ...
	12.6 Germany informed about an advisory assistance project to verify and further develop the monitoring system of the Krasny Bor landfill in compliance with the HELCOM standards (document 12-2; Presentation 6).
	12.7 The Meeting thanked Germany, Finland and Sweden for financial contribution into the development of the project on remediation of the landfill and for the development of the environmental monitoring on the site in line with HELCOM standards. Eston...
	12.8 The Meeting also thanked NEFCO for the effort to coordinate international support.
	12.9 The Meeting recognized the high level of transparency of all activities carried out by the administration of the landfill and by the responsible authorities of St.Petersburg and also of information on the results of environmental monitoring.
	12.10 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the hazardous waste management in the North West region of Russia after the Krasny Bor landfill has been closed. The Meeting was informed that the amount of hazardous waste has been reduced down to o...
	12.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification on the new technologies which are being developed for remediation of the landfill through immobilization of liquid hazardous wastes at the landfill and prevention of their leaching into the environment.
	12.12 The Meeting took note that the availability of information on the state of the landfill and openness of the procedures has helped to relief tensions in the public society. Currently, there are no major public complains being received.
	12.13 The Meeting took note of the invitation by Russia to visit the Krasny Bor landfill and inspect the current state of the site. The Meeting also recalled the invitation by NEFCO, noted by PRESSURE 5-2016, to visit the site when the risk management...

	Agenda Item 13  Progress in implementation of the BSAP and HELCOM Recommendations:  updates and revision
	13.1 The Secretariat introduced document 13-1, Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to reach good environmental status. In addition, the document contains a list of regional and national actions of relevance for Pressur...
	13.2 The Meeting took note of the report, in particular of the status of implementation of regional and national actions related to the work of Pressure Group.
	13.3 The Meeting suggested to enhance discussion on measures to minimize phosphorus reduction and a perspective to facilitate progress towards the reduction targets for P, excluding measures to manage internal load.
	13.4 The Meeting also suggested to take into account the evaluation of accomplishment of HELCOM agreements prioritizing actions in the group’s work plan.
	13.5 The Meeting agreed to gather information on the reasons for not accomplishing the national actions. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to provide the Group with more detailed information on the results of the reporting on the implementation of...
	13.6 The Meeting agreed to investigate the status of the accomplishment of national actions, taking into account the information provided by HELCOM, in order to reveal the reason of lagging behind the implementation deadlines.
	13.7 The Meeting agreed that countries will report an updated information on national implementation of the BSAP, including the obstacles and future plans, to the Secretariat (leena.heikkila@helcom.fi) by 1 September 2018.
	13.8 The Secretariat introduced document 13-2, Strengthening the implementation of BSAP at local level.
	13.9 The Meeting took note of the progress in the work on involvement of local stakeholders into implementation of the BSAP.
	13.10 The Meeting agreed that the dialog with municipalities has potential to strengthen implementation of the BSAP but it also rather challenging, in particular for diffuse sources, due to the need to keep equal requirements for stakeholders in the v...
	13.11 The Meeting suggested to organize an exchange of the information on good examples of implementation of particular actions on the municipal level which contribute to the BSAP.

	Agenda Item 14  Any other business
	14.1 The Meeting took note of the invitation by PA Nutri to attend the EUSBSR annual Forum which will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, on 4-5 June 2018 and to also attend the Steering Committee meeting of PA Nutri back-to-back with the Forum.
	14.2 The Meeting also discussed the possible update of the HELCOM Recommendation on anti-fouling systems. The Meeting welcomed the offer of Finland to intersessionally prepare an initial suggestion for the update of the Recommendation.
	14.3 The Meeting agreed to consider the suggestion at PRESSURE 9-2018 to initiate the update procedure in cooperation with the Maritime group.
	14.4 The Meeting took note of the national ongoing project in Sweden aimed at prevention of the harmful effect of anti-fouling systems.
	14.5 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to investigate available national information on pollutants from offshore sources (e.g. shipping, off shore windmills, aquaculture, oil industry) of hazardous substances and to discuss the matter at the...
	14.6 The Delegations checked and updated the Contact lists of the Group contained in document 14-1. The updated lists are contained in Annex 5. The Contracting Parties and Observers were invited to submit further updates to the Secretariat (leena.heik...

	Agenda Item 15  Election of Vice-Chair(s)
	15.1 The Meeting decided to postpone the election to PRESSURE 9-2018.

	Agenda Item 16  Future work and meetings
	16.1 One of the results of the streamlining of HELCOM, concluded in 2014, was a new structure for the work on land-based pollution, monitoring and assessment, and biodiversity and nature protection. New HELCOM Working Groups on State of the Environmen...
	16.2 The Heads of Delegation will review the work of the two new Working Groups at their next meeting, to be held on 14 15 June 2018 and, therefore, Pressure Group was invited to provide feedback on the work of the group under the new structure.
	16.3 The Meeting discussed the matter and agreed on the feedback as contained in Annex 6.
	16.4 The Meeting took note of the invitation by Latvia to host the next meeting of the Pressure Group (PRESSURE 9-2018) on 8-12 October 2018.
	16.5 The Meeting agreed to arrange PRESSURE 10-2019 tentatively during the week 8-12 April 2019. The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to consider hosting the meeting.
	16.6 The Meeting agreed to arrange the workshop on marine litter on 9 October and PRESSURE 9-2018 10-12 October 2018.

	Agenda Item 17  Outcome and closing of the Meeting
	17.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting (document 17-1).
	17.2 The Meeting noted that it is the last HELCOM meeting for the Danish delegate and wished her success in her future work.
	17.3 The Outcome of the Meeting will be finalized by the Secretariat in cooperation with the Chair and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentations given during the Meeting.
	17.4 The Meeting thanked Germany for hosting the PRESSURE 8-2018 meeting as well as for the great hospitality and the excellent facilities.
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